University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

10-17-1997

Global Commeorations Mark 30th Anniveraary of
'Che' Gevara's Death
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Global Commeorations Mark 30th Anniveraary of 'Che' Gevara's Death." (1997). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
notisur/12423

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 55023
ISSN: 1060-4189

Global Commeorations Mark 30th Anniveraary of 'Che'
Gevara's Death
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Region
Published: 1997-10-17
Commemorations throughout the world, particularly in Latin America, marked the 30-year
anniversary of the death of the century's most famous guerrilla, Ernesto "Che" Guevara. Many of
those who gathered to pay homage to Che were not yet born when he died in a Bolivian jungle on
Oct. 9, 1967, but his legend symbolizes their dream of a more just society. Although observations of
the anniversary were strongest in Bolivia, Cuba, and Argentina, ceremonies were held in many other
countries, including Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, and the US.
In Bolivia, thousands of musicians, artists, labor leaders, politicians, and leftists from around the
world converged on Vallegrande, 770 km southeast of La Paz, where Che was secretly buried
after he was executed by the Bolivian army. Remains identified as Che's by forensic experts were
returned to Cuba in July (see NotiSur, 07/18/97).
Some residents, whose conditions have not improved in the 30 years since Che came with the dream
of a Latin American revolution, refer to him as a saint San Ernesto de La Higuera whom they ask for
favors. Others say he is a ghost who is frequently seen walking in the area. Visitors trekked through
the jungle, retracing the final journey of Che. The most famous dignitary to come to Vallegrande was
Danielle Mitterrand, widow of France's former president Francois Mitterrand. Festivities included
concerts, dance performances, lectures, and painting and photography exhibits.
Organizers estimated that visitors numbered about 3,000, and residents were hoping to make a
profit on the celebration. Jorge Osinaga said many villagers "invested their money to refurbish
their homes to offer them as lodging for visitors, but many houses are empty." "Che lives and is
resurrected in this time of neoliberalism because of the increase in critical poverty everywhere,"
said Guatemalan Maibo Gonzalez, guest speaker at the Vallegrande celebration. "That is why Che's
ideals are particularly valid among youth who opt for change and for the principles of solidarity,
justice, freedom, and the respect and dignity of peoples."
Meanwhile, former members of the Bolivian military who tracked down Che and his companions
held their own commemoration to mark the victory over Guevara's aborted revolution and to honor
the soldiers who died in the 1967 campaign. They voiced strong objections to the fuss made to honor
the revolutionary. Antonio Zapata, president of a veterans' organization, said it is not dignified for
the country to allow a "group of fanatics who use national territory to pay homage to a person who
wanted to plant blood and mourning in Latin America."
Bolivian President and former military dictator Gen. Hugo Banzer (1971-1978) led the ceremonies in
Camiri, 850 km southeast of La Paz, previously the headquarters for military anti-rebel operations.
The Banzer administration, which enjoys strong support from the army, bestowed the Condor of
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the Andes award the highest distinction of the Bolivian state on the army commando that defeated
Che's rebels. "The guerrillas who invaded our country did not have any saving mission or social
solidarity," said Banzer. "Their objective was to project a continental revolutionary movement, to
impose with arms a political and economic system and an ideology contrary to our historical and
cultural traditions." President Fidel Castro pays homage to Che In Cuba, President Fidel Castro
called on Cubans to keep alive the ideals of the hero who helped overthrow dictator Fulgencio
Batista in 1959. During several days, tens of thousands of Cubans filed past Che's coffin in the Plaza
de la Revolucion in Havana.
Cuban authorities held a week-long series of events to mark the anniversary of Che's capture and
death, culminating with the official burial of his remains in a special mausoleum in Santa Clara,
site of an important victory led by Che during the Cuban Revolution. Many Cuban scholars called
for a renewed effort to rescue the works Che left behind in writing and speeches, some of which
have never been published. Luis Suarez, a professor at the University of Havana's Philosophy
Department, said it is necessary to examine Guevara's thinking "without nostalgia, apologies, or
dogmatism." "Today we continue to get lost in discussions on whether his thinking about the market
was right, as well as his defence of a centralized model for the economy," says Aurelio Alonso, a
researcher with the Center of Sociological Studies.
But the value of Guevara's thinking is not that "he may have arrived at the answers," but that
"perhaps he was best able to predict the questions" that have emerged since then. Che also honored
in Argentina, his homeland In Argentina, where Che was born, President Carlos Saul Menem
announced the issuance of a special commemorative stamp, setting off a week of heated debate in
the Argentine press.
An editorial in La Nacion criticized any honor to "a sower of ideological hate and violence and
a fervent advocate of political concepts that are irreconcilable with the ideals of freedom and
democracy." "Che is a world figure," said Menem, and issuing a stamp in his honor "is a way to
promote peace and understanding among Argentines." During this anniversary year, many books
examining Che's life, death, and political impact have been published in Latin America, Europe, and
the US. In addition, the year has seen the publication of new editions of Che's books, the release of
previously unpublished essays, and numerous academic conferences. (Sources: Notimex, 10/04/97,
10/06/97; Inter Press Service, 10/07/97; Associated Press, 10/08/97; Reuter, 10/03/97, 10/10/97)
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